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Dear School Committee members,

 

I respectfully submit email this in support of my planned public comments at the April 27th, 2022 School Committee meeting

 

As you consider action on the new Climate Change, Environment and Sustainability policy, I commend the following approved School Committee policies for your
inclusion in your considerations:

 

1. For definition of what a policy actually is: BBA, BG found on the web at: https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/framinghamset/framingham/BBA,
https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/framinghamset/framingham/BG

2. For School Committee authority: BBAA, found on the web at: https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/framinghamset/framingham/BBAA
3. For policy adoption: BGB, found on the web at: https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/framinghamset/framingham/BGB
4. For the minimal state of the existing policy in this matter: EBACA, found on the web at: https://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/framinghamset/

framingham/EBACA

 

These policies are also attached here for you convenience.

 

The existing policy EBACA is about 230 words long. The new policy is about 1340 words long.

 

This expansion is comparable to that done for the Homework policy, where a very significant update was done last year, to modernize the policy, make its scope
clear, with much more detail, and to receive and integrate student voice.

 

The new Climate Change, Environment and Sustainability replicates exactly that outstanding model provided by the new Homework policy, and complies with the
broad definitions of policy contained in policies BBA and BG.



 

Further, the actions of one School Committee member can neither block the consideration of a new policy by the School Committee nor command the
Superintendent to take the policy back to the workshop for a comprehensive rewrite, as is made clear by policies BBAA and BGB.

 

A member of the Policy subcommittee may have an opinion on a finalized policy submitted to the Policy subcommittee for transmission to the full School
Committee for consideration, but they cannot block such a transmission.

 

One of the fundamental problems of the existing policy – EBACA – is its lack of detail. That has been remedied in the new Climate Change, Environment and
Sustainability policy.

 

It seems that there is a move to hugely reduce the impact of the new policy, by removing all of the details which are so essential for providing clear guidance
administrative action.

 

If such an effort to gut the new policy of its specificity succeeded, there would be no mention of any student input nor any of the following:

 

1. Energy efficiency
2. Solar roofs
3. Solar canopies
4. Electric vehicles
5. Replacement of other gasoline powered equipment
6. Reduction of travel
7. Remote meeting options
8. Reduction of paper usage
9. Sourcing supplies locally

10. Meatless Mondays
11. Elimination of Styrofoam
12. Collection of compostable waste
13. Reduction of paper towel usage
14. Reduction of single use items in favor of multi-use items
15. Recycling support for each classroom
16. Use of water efficient bathroom devices
17. Provision of channels for ongoing student input on all of these matters
18. Expansion and promotion of current course electives in these areas in the high school
19. Encouragement of student government to include these areas in its scope of operations
20. Creation of gardens at each school
21. Considerations of environmental justice
22. Elimination of asbestos
23. Elimination of lead paint
24. Use of the safest level of air filtration in school air handling systems



25. Minimization of the use of pesticides

 

These are a subset of the items raised in the new policy to form a new set of very clear goals.  They do not constitute plans. They are goals which guide
administrative action. That is exactly the province of policy.

 

To remove these items would be to eviscerate the policy and also send a message to students that their input did not carry any weight.

 

I exhort the School Committee to promptly consider the new policy submitted to the Policy subcommittee by the Climate Change, Environment and Sustainability
subcommittee with a 4-0 approval vote.

 

This new policy will come to be seen as a very positive influence not only on the Framingham Public Schools, but on the entire Framingham community.

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Geoffrey N Epstein

District 6

Framingham MA 01702

Former Framingham School Committee Member and Chair of the Climate Change, Environment and Sustainability Subcommittee
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